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Moral, Religious, Traditional and Personal Judgments
and their Relationship To Age and Gender Among
Jordanian Children

Prepared By

Eman Abdulla Al-haissa
Supervised By
Prof.Dr Muwaffak Al-Hamdani

ABSTRACT
This study aimed to identify the development of

moral, religious, traditional and personal judgments of the
Jordanian children through the ages of four to thirteen for
both males and females. The study also aimed to investigate
and analyze the children's justifications form a cognitive
viewpoint.

The participants in the study were (60) children from the
governmental and private schools affiliated to the Education
Directorate in Madaba Governorate, distributed equally on
age and gender categories. In order to achieve this goal, the
researcher used a group of attitudes she prepared and
developed for the research purposes, and the researcher

used the intensive interview as a main tool to collect data.
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The conclusion of the study results was that the moral,
traditional judgments develop through three stages in
accordance with the stages of the cognitive development.

1- It is characterized by redescribing the attitude which the
child deemed morally and socially wrong and , the
inadequate justifications as well as n providing a concise
answer and the inability to continue in conversation.

2- The inadequate justifications gradually disappeared and
the researches noticed the beginning to think of the
behavior results which is considered to violate the morals
and traditions; as well as, the religious and traditional
justification becomes more clear, and it had been noticed a
compliance between the religious and traditional judgments.
3-1t is characterized by the appearance of the moral and
traditional concepts and the continuance of the justifications
built on moral, religious and traditional bases and the
beginning of social contract and personal prospect of the
results of the immoral and untraditional behavior; and
children recognized that the breach of the moral and

traditional limits will lead to other violations.
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The justifications of the religious judgments had been
developed in two stages:

1- it is characterized by the inability of the child to provide a
real justification for the judgment he issued, it was restricted
to redesscribe the event , inadequate justifications in
reference to the religious punishment and reward, and the
beginning to believe about the God's supervision

2- The real justifications of the religious judgment that God's
supervision appears more clearly. The child recognizes the
approvals of the religious teachings and his thinking is
organized and his thinking went toward the intention behind
the behavior.

As for the personal judgment, it was developed through two
stages:

1 - The real justifications of the judgment did not appear,
where the children justification have been mixed with health
and religious justifications , and disgust didn't appear as a
justification for the judgment, as well as they didn't
recognize the judgment source.

2 - Disgust appeared as a justification of the personal
judgment for the majority of children, and looking at the

situation form different points of
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view and expecting the results. The thinking became more
organized more clearly and their religious justifications
continued and the reference to the possibility of the impact of
the inadequate behavior on others, and they recognized the
judgment source.

It became clear that children are capable of recognizing the
compliance between these judgments but their explanations
are not clear and insufficient.

But their justifications imply the ability to recognize
compliance. The compliance between the moral and
religious judgment became more clear, followed by the
compliance between the moral, religious and traditional
judgments.. The ability to recognize the compliance
between the four judgments; as well as, there were no

differences between males and females .
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